SUMMARY In order to define standards for philtrum length and mouth width in the newborn infant, 198 term and preterm infants (27 to 41 gestational weeks) were examined. In every case the gestational age was determined chronologically and clinically and the philtrum length and mouth width (oral intercommissural distance) were measured by two observers using standard measurement techniques. Normal values are presented by plotting the mean±2 SD for each gestational week versus the gestational age.
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Results
No statistical difference was found between boys and girls and therefore the combined means±2 SD are used. The distribution of values approximates a Gaussian curve. Normal values (mean ±2 SD) for philtrum length and intercommissural distance are depicted in figs I and 2.
Discussion
The purpose of this study was to assist the clinician in determining whether his newborn patient has an abnormal mouth opening or philtrum length. An optical illusion is produced by nasal length, width, or depth and by maxillar and mandibular structure. In examination of the newborn infant, use of the present data allows the clinician to discriminate between unusual features which may have distinct diagnostic implications, even in the very preterm infant. These measurements also provide information regarding the growth rate of these parameters during intrauterine development. 
